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(c) The provisions of sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph shall
not require the elimination or substitution of procedures in force in the
territory of a contracting party on the date of this Agreement which in fact
provide for an objective and impartial review of administrative action
even though such procedures are not fully or formally independent of the
agencies entrusted with administrative enforcement. Any contracting
party employing such procedures shall, upon request, furnish the
CONTRACTING PARTIES with full information thereon in order that they
may determine whether such procedures conform to the requirements of
this sub-paragraph.

Article XI*

General Elimination of Quantitative Restrictions

1. No prohibitions or restrictions other than duties, taxes or other
charges, whether made effective through quotas, import or export licences
or other measures, shall be instituted or maintained by any contracting
party on the importation of any product of the territory of any other
contracting party or on the exportation or sale for export of any product
destined for the territory of any other contracting party.

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not extend to
the following:

(a) Export prohibitions or restrictions temporarily applied to prevent
or relieve critical shortages of foodstuffs or other products
essential to the exporting contracting party;

(b) Import and export prohibitions or restrictions necessary to the
application of standards or regulations for the classification,
grading or marketing of commodities in international trade;

(c) Import restrictions on any agricultural or fisheries product,
imported in any form,* necessary to the enforcement of
governmental measures which operate:

(i) to restrict the quantities of the like domestic product
permitted to be marketed or produced, or, if there is no
substantial domestic production of the like product, of a
domestic product for which the imported product can be
directly substituted; or

(ii) to remove a temporary surplus of the like domestic product,
or, if there is no substantial domestic production of the like
product, of a domestic product for which the imported
product can be directly substituted, by making the surplus
available to certain
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groups of domestic consumers free of charge or at prices
below the current market level; or

(iii) to restrict the quantities permitted to be produced of any
animal product the production of which is directly
dependent, wholly or mainly, on the imported commodity, if
the domestic production of that commodity is relatively
negligible.

Any contracting party applying restrictions on the importation of any
product pursuant to sub-paragraph (c) of this paragraph shall give public
notice of the total quantity or value of the product permitted to be
imported during a specified future period and of any change in such
quantity or value. Moreover, any restrictions applied under (i) above shall
not be such as will reduce the total of imports relative to the total of
domestic production, as compared with the proportion which might
reasonably be expected to rule between the two in the absence of
restrictions. In determining this proportion, the contracting party shall pay
due regard to the proportion prevailing during a previous representative
period and to any special factors* which may have affected or may be
affecting the trade in the product concerned.

Article XII*

Restrictions to Safeguard the Balance of Payments

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article XI, any
contracting party, in order to safeguard its external financial position and
its balance of payments, may restrict the quantity or value of merchandise
permitted to be imported, subject to the provisions of the following
paragraphs of this Article.

2. (a) Import restrictions instituted, maintained or intensified by a
contracting party under this Article shall not exceed those necessary:

(i) to forestall the imminent threat of, or to stop, a serious
decline in its monetary reserves, or

(ii) in the case of a contracting party with very low monetary
reserves, to achieve a reasonable rate of increase in its
reserves.

Due regard shall be paid in either case to any special factors which may be
affecting the reserves of such contracting party or its need for reserves,
including, where special external credits or other resources are available to
it, the need to provide for the appropriate use of such credits or resources.

(b) Contracting parties applying restrictions under sub-
paragraph (a) of this paragraph shall progressively relax them as such
conditions improve,




